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² Particle accelerators
² Why short wavelength accelerators?
² Why plasmas?
² Why lasers?
² Laser wakefield accelerators (LWFA)

v Electron acceleration from LWFA
v Radiation sources 
v Proton/ion acceleration

² Conclusions

Part I
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² Beams from conventional accelerators

² Plasma wakefield accelerators (PWFA)
v Electron driven PWFA
v Positron driven PWFA
v Proton driven PWFA

² Dielectrics in accelerators
v Laser driven dielectric accelerators
vBeam driven dielectric accelerators

² Conclusions and future perspectives

Parts II
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Learning objectives-Lecture I

? Motivations for short wavelength accelerators

? How laser-plasma acceleration works

? Limitations of laser-plasma accelerators

? Applications of laser-plasma accelerators 
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Particle accelerators

• A particle accelerator is a device that 
uses electromagnetic fields to propel 
charged particles to high speeds and 
to contain them as beams.

• An ordinary CRT television set is a 
simple form of accelerator. 
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Giant machines
Tevatron

SLCRHIC

HERA
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World biggest machine
• LHC: the world biggest  
accelerator, both in energy 
and size 

• Grand start-up and  perfect 
function at injection energy 
in September 2008

• An electrical fault halted the
machine running

• First collisions in late 2009 
(2.36 TeV)

• 7 TeV collisions in March 
2010

• Higg bosons have been
found on July 2012 !

• Record beam energy 6.5 
TeV in April 2015

•Shut down for HL-LHC in 
late 2018
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Complex machines
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The human‘s curiosity on the micro-world has
always the driven force behind the development of
the particle accelerators. The history of accelerators
is a continuous upgrade for higher energy and
better performance !

Then, what is the future of this technology, 
especially for the HEP machines?
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BUT how?

Solutions:
Short wavelength accelerators
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Motivations
• Sizes and costs reach the limit
• Traditional accelerators

– Gradient: <100 MV/m limited by material breakdown
– Thus large facilities

• To shrink the facility one needs higher gradient:
– Higher frequency to avoid breakdown:
– L band (1.3 GHz)=>S band (3 GHz)=>C band (4-8 GHz)
– X band (11 GHz)=>Ku band (15 GHz)=> W band (100 GHz)
– To go further=> optical frequency (~ 100 THz)

• How about using higher breakdown materials (e.g. dielectrics?)
• How about using material already broken (plasmas)? 
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Motivations

• For a given peak power P of the RF, the field in 
structure increases as wavelength reduced by

• The increase in breakdown fields is predicted 
to scale as from f1/4 to f7/8.
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T. Katsouleas, AIP Proceedings 807 (2006)
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Frequency bands
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Gradient vs. wavelength
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Comparisons
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Long term future of High-Energy physics requires the need 
for new high-gradient technology

Gradients from 1GeV/m to 200 GeV/m are possible from 
relativistic plasma waves

Why plasma?
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Brief history
• Concept on laser-plasma based acceleration was proposed by 

Tajima & Dawson in 1979.
• The key idea was to excite large amplitude plasma electron 

waves by using short pulse laser (LWFA) in high density plasma.
• However, there was no such a laser in that era, and beat wave 

could excite the plasma waves as well.
• In 1986, P.Chen et al proposed to use electron bunch to excite 

the plasma wave (PWFA) and this idea was confirmed by 
Rosenzweig et al.(1988). 

• In 1992, Kitagawa et al. succeeded in electron acceleration  by 
using PBWA (Plasma Beat wave) method.

• In 1995, Nakajima et al. succeeded to accelerate electrons up 
to 100 MeV by using LWFA method.

• In 1988,  Mourou et al. invented CPA (Chirped Pulse 
Amplification) method for short pulse laser amplification and 
was put in practical use around 1995. 
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1st paper on plasma accelerator
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Accelerating field in plasma is 3-4 orders of
magnitude higher than conventional accelerators!
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Highlights of plasma accelerators
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M. Downer, U. Texas

Our dream
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Plasma cavity
100 µm1 m

RF cavity

Courtesy of W. Mori & L. da Silva

E-field max ≈ few 10 MeV /meter (Breakdown) 
R>Rmin Synchrotron radiation

Conventional accelerator limitations
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New Livingston plot
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What is plasma?
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• What is a plasma?
Plasma is loosely described as an electrically neutral  
medium of unbound positive and negative particles 
(i.e. the overall charge of a plasma is roughly zero). 

• Quasi-neutrality
Number of densities of electrons ne, and ions ni, with 
charge state Z are locally balanced ne≈Zni

• Breakdown medium (no further breakdown)
Free electrons + ions
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What is plasma?
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Types of plasmas

Specifications of plasmas

*  1 eV=11600 K
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Plasma sources

• Gas ionization to plasma
• Several ways to produce plasma
• Lasers, RF (DC) field, particle beams can be 

used to produce plasmas
– Collisional ionization
– Single photon ionization
– Multi-photon ionization
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Plasma sources
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Ionization of gas into plasma

Components in plasmas:

Electrons
Ions
Atoms (molecules)-not ionized
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Plasma sources in use

• Supersonic gas jet (LWFA)
• Discharge plasma source (LWFA+PWFA)
• Capillary discharge waveguide (LWFA+PWFA)
• Heat pipe ovens (PWFA)
• Others (helicon plasma source)
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Supersonic gas jet
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S. Hooker, talk at CERN CAS, 2014
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Heat pipe ovens
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Discharge plasma source
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Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radiation 
(LASER)

Lasers

Light amplification in an optical cavity
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Three processes

Spontaneous Emission
2

1

2

1

2

1

Absorption 

Stimulated Emission

Three basic processes:
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Modern lasers
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Chirp pulse amplification (CPA)
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2018 Nobel Prize in Physics !

G. Mourou

D. Strickland
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New trend: Fiber lasers
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Fiber lasers
l Pro: Energy efficient, High rep-rate capable

l Cons: Power per fiber limited

l Coherent combination 
- Being studied at many places world-wide

- Progress on DC-lasers more promising than pulsed

- Current power levels far from interesting for GeV acceleration

l Conclusions:
- Technology not ready yet

- Possibly first used for pump-laser

or very-low-energy LWFA

Thales Optronique is working together with 

academics/researchers to achieve the 61 

fibre laser coherent combination

Picture: ICAN project
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Advantages of lasers

• Most experiments around the world work on laser wakefield
acceleration.

• Lasers can be procured in a university framework. 
• With laser-generated wakefields you can capture and 

accelerate plasma-electrons to generate the beam from 
scratch.

• With present state-of-the-art laser one can create mono-
energetic beams via LWFA!

• No need for heavy beam infrastructure up to some beam 
energy.

• The more powerful the laser, the higher the energy of the 
beam that one can create!
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! Laser Wake Field Accelerator(LWFA)
A single short-pulse of photons

! Self Modulated Laser 
Wake Field Accelerator
(SMLWFA)
Raman forward scattering 

Instability

! Plasma Beat Wave Accelerator(PBWA)
Two-frequencies, i.e., a train of pulses

! Plasma Wake Field Accelerator(PWFA)
A high energy electron/proton bunch

Types of plasma-based accelerators

evolves to
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Basic principle-laser wakefield accelerators
Plasma based Acceleration

The key is the super high accelerating gradient!

T.Tajima and J.M. Dawson PRL (1979) LWFA

P.Chen, J.M. Dawson et.al. PRL (1983) PWFA

• Laser or

beam

• Trailing

beam

Wake

€ 

EAcc ≈ np[cm
−3
]V /cm€ 

cτ ~ λp

e.g.  np=1018 cm-3, the accelerating field will be 100 GeV/m!
3 orders of magnitude higher than the fields in conventional accelerators !

07/01/2022 CI Postgraduate Lectures 41



Basic principles
I) Generate homogeneous plasma channel:

GasLaser or beam
Plasma

II) Send laser beam or electron beam towards plasma:

Beam density nb
> Gas density n0

= ion = electron

Beam excited 
plasma. Also 
lasers can be 
used (laser 
wakefield
acceleration).
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Basic principles
III) Excite plasma wakefields:

Electrons are expelled

Ion channelr

z

Ponderomotive force or space charge force of the beams ejects  plasma 
electrons (ambient electrons) promptly along radial trajectories

Pure ion channel is left: Ion-focused regime, underdense plasma
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Laser plasma acceleration
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Laser plasma acceleration
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- + -

Laser plasma acceleration
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Laser plasma acceleration
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Basic principles

A ponderomotive force (red arrows) arising from the light pressure pushes aside the 
plasma electrons to generate the wake. The electrostatic fields associated with this 
wake is utilised to produce accelerating fields which are 3-4 orders of magnitude larger 
than is possible in the RF cavity of a conventional accelerator.
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Laser parameters
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Plasma density perturbation

07/01/2022

Plasma density perturbation excited by Gaussian laser pulse,
laser pulse is travelling to the left with a0= 1.5
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Linear & non-linear regimes

S. Hooker, Nature Photonics 2013
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Three Factors Limiting Energy Gain
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Producing a mono-energetic beam
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LWFA: Production of a Monoenergetic Beam

1. Excitation of wake (e.g., self-modulation of laser)

2. Onset of self-trapping (e.g., wavebreaking)

3. Termination of trapping (e.g., beam loading)

4. Acceleration 

If  > dephasing length: large energy spread

If  ≈ dephasing length: monoenergetic

Wake Excitation Trapping Acceleration: Laccel ~Ldephase
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• Dephasing distance:
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Useful tips
• Plasma wake field amplitude:
• Plasma frequency:
• Plasma wavelength:

• Depletion length: 
• Rayleigh length: 
• Dephasing length: 

• Ponderomotive force: 

07/01/2022

λp = 2πc /ω p = 3.3×10
10 / np(cm

−3) µm[ ]

ω p = (nee
2 /meε0 )

1/2

Fp = −∇Up ∝−∇I

Eacc = (mecω p / e)

Ld = (ω0 /ω p )
2cτ

ZR = πw0
2 / λ

Ld ≈ λp
3 / λ 2
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Final beam energy
• Energy gain by a particle of charge q is given as

• The phase speed of wake is (group velocity of an 
electromagnetic wave in a plasma)

• ne is the electron density of the plasma, nc is the critical 
density for propagation of the electromagnetic wave (i.e. 
when the plasma frequency ωp equals the frequency of 
the electromagnetic wave, ω0)

• The lower the plasma density, the faster the phase 
speed

07/01/2022

W ≈ qEd

vg
c
= 1−

ne
nc

≈1− 1
2
ne
nc
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Final beam energy
• Dephasing will be caused due to difference between 

the electron velocity and the wake phase velocity

• The maximum electric field that a plasma can 
support increases with the plasma density

• The maximum energy that can be gained by an 
electron in a plasma wave as a function of plasma 
density is therefore written as

07/01/2022

Ldephasin g ≈
ne
nc
λp ∝ne

−
3
2

Emax ≅mecω p / e∝ ne

W (ne ) ≈ EmaxLdephasin g ∝
1
ne
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Scaling laws
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Fig. 3: Top: Variation of reported electron beam energy with accelerator length. Bottom: Relationship between

operating plasma density and accelerator length. The line shows the expression for the dephasing length (Eq. (2)).

Data from Refs. [5–9, 15–60].

Figure 4 shows how the plasma density and beam energy vary in the set of experiments. The line on

Fig. 4 is simply W/(mec2) = κnc/ne and shows good agreement with the entire dataset for κ = 1. The

scaling laws in Ref. [62], by Wei Lu et al., for the blow-out or ‘bubble’ regime of wakefield accelerators,

suggest that the scaling law should be

W (ne, a0) !
2

3
a0

nc

ne
mec

2 ∝
a0
ne

, (5)

where a0 = eA0/(mec) = eE0/(meω0c) is the normalized peak vector potential (or strength parameter)

of the laser pulse. This scaling predicts that the beam energy should not only be proportional to 1/ne but

also proportional to the laser strength, a0. The experiments shown correspond to a wide range of initial

laser intensities (corresponding to a0 = 0.5–4.0), yet they do not appear to show a dependence on a0.

One possible reason for this apparent discrepancy is that the initial value for a0 is not the value

of a0 that determines the wake amplitude. It is well known that laser pulses can undergo significant

evolution once they enter the plasma. The processes of self-focusing, self-compression and photon

acceleration [63] can all act to change a0 as the pulse propagates. Together, these processes can be

termed the ‘self-evolution’ of the laser pulse. One interpretation of the experimental data is, therefore,

that the process of self-evolution has occurred until a0 ≈ 3 for all of the data shown. Why would this

be the case? One reasonable hypothesis is that each point in the dataset corresponds to the maximum

4

Electron beam energy vs.
accelerator length (2004-2014)

Accelerator length vs.
plasma density (2004-2014)

S.P.D. Mangles, CERN -2016-001
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Scaling laws
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Fig. 4: Variation of reported electron beam energy with the density in the accelerator. The line shows the relation

W/(mec2) = κnc/ne with κ = 1. Data from Refs. [5–9, 15–60].

energy achieved during a particular experiment and that this will occur at (or at least close to) the lowest

density at which a particular experiment can trap and accelerate electrons. Many experiments operate by

fixing the laser power and plasma length while varying the plasma density, for reasons of experimental

simplicity. When an experiment is conducted in this manner, there will be a minimum density at which

electron beams are trapped and accelerated (the trapping threshold). Because self-evolution happens

less quickly and severely at lower densities, the maximum a0 that is reached inside the accelerator will

decrease with decreasing plasma density. Therefore, the maximum achieved electron beam energy will

correspond to the minimum laser strength required to produce trapping. The fact that the experimental

dataset matches the non-linear wakefield scaling but only if a0 ≈ 3 suggests that the minimum a0
required for trapping is a0 ≈ 3.

2.2 Laser spot size and matched guiding

The experimental data clearly show that higher-power lasers are required to achieve higher electron beam

energies. But what are the physical processes behind this trend? It was argued that the experimental

trends are consistent with there being a minimum value of a0 ≈ 3, which is needed for trapping, and that

this value is reached because of the way the pulse evolves as it propagates.

Consider the relationship between the intensity, I (∝ a20), and power, P , of a laser pulse. Since

I = P/A, where A (∝ w2, the laser spot size) is the focal spot area, we have

P ∝ a20w
2 . (6)

The fact that higher-power lasers are needed to reach the a0 ≈ 3 threshold at lower densities therefore

implies that the spot size that these laser pulses produce after evolution is larger. Pulse evolution is a

result of the feedback between the refractive index gradient associated with the plasma wave and the

laser pulse, i.e., it is mediated by the plasma itself. Lower-density plasmas, therefore, have a lesser effect

on the laser pulse – resulting in slower evolution – and crucially this affects the properties that the pulse

obtains as a result of self-evolution.

One important concept that arises from this is that of the matched spot size – i.e., one where

the self-focusing caused by the plasma balances the natural diffraction of the laser pulse and stable

propagation occurs. In the blow-out regime (where the laser pulse expels practically all the electrons

from inside the bubble), the transverse density profile of the bubble is approximately zero and flat inside

5

Electron  beam energy vs. 
plasma density (2004-2014)

S.P.D. Mangles, CERN -2016-001
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Scaling laws
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Fig. 1: Reported electron beam energies from laser wakefield experiments at various laboratories over the last

decade; data from Refs. [5–9, 15–60].

this progress. The progress in the maximum beam energy in laser wakefield accelerator experiments has

been rapid, as shown in Fig. 1, from a maximum beam energy of 0.2 GeV reported in 2002 [61] to the

current record of 4 GeV from the group at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory [58] achieved in

2014 – an increase by a factor of 20 in just over a decade. It should be noted that this is by no means an

exhaustive list of all published experiments in laser wakefield accelerators (there are just 52 publications

in this dataset, whereas a literature search for papers on ‘laser wakefield’ will find over 1000 papers).

2 Overall trends in laser wakefield acceleration experiments

The rapid progress shown in Fig. 1 is impressive. But how has it been achieved? Over the same period of

time, short-pulse (≈30 fs) laser systems have become more powerful. Figure 2 shows that there is a clear

trend: higher-power lasers are capable of producing higher-energy electron beams. However, these gains

were not achieved by simply increasing the laser power, the researchers behind these experiments have

often found the optimum conditions for their experiments. Key parameters involved in this optimization

include the operating plasma density, the length of the accelerator and the laser intensity. This section

will examine the data from various experiments and compare them with predicted trends, to see whether

they can confirm those predictions and the underlying physical processes.

2.1 Accelerator length and operating plasma density

Let us first consider the density of the plasma accelerator. The energy gained by a particle of charge q
in an accelerating structure is simply proportional to the product of the electric field and the length of

the accelerator, d, i.e., W " qEd, where E is the average accelerating electric field experienced by the

particle. One of the key physical limitations in a laser wakefield accelerator is dephasing. The electrons

trapped in a wake are highly relativistic (γ # 1), so they travel at a speed approaching that of light in

vacuum (ve → c), but the phase speed of the wake is determined by the speed of the laser pulse that

drives the plasma wave. A simple expression for the speed of a laser pulse in a plasma can be found by

using the standard expression for the group velocity of an electromagnetic wave in a plasma,

vg
c

=

√

1−
ne

nc
≈ 1−

1

2

ne

nc
, (1)

where ne is the electron density of the plasma, nc is the critical density for propagation of the electro-

magnetic (i.e., when the plasma frequency ωp equals the frequency of the electromagnetic wave, ω0) and

2

Electron beam energy vs.
Years (2004-2014)

S.P.D. Mangles, CERN -2016-001
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Scaling laws
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Fig. 2: Variation of reported electron beam energy with laser power from various experiments; data from Refs.

[5–9, 15–60].

it is assumed that ne ! nc. The wake’s phase speed is therefore slightly, but significantly, less than c;
crucially, the lower the plasma density, the faster the phase velocity.

Because of this difference between the electron velocity and the wake phase velocity, electrons in a

laser-driven wake will outrun the wake1. If the electron is injected at the start of the accelerating phase of

the plasma wave and then outruns the wave by half a plasma wavelength (i.e., λp/2 = πc/ωp), it can no

longer gain energy from the plasma wave. If the electron has an initial velocity ve = βec and the plasma

wave has a phase velocity vφ = βφc, then the time it takes for this to occur is td = λp/(2c(βe − βφ)).
The dephasing length is then the distance that the electron travels in this time. Since βe → 1 and

βφ $ 1− 1
2 (ne/nc), this reduces to

Ldephasing $
nc

ne
λp ∝ n

−

3

2
e . (2)

It is interesting to see how the lengths of the accelerators in the set of experiments vary, and how

this compares with what we might expect if dephasing is important. These data are shown in Fig. 3. The

top panel shows how the reported electron beam energy varies with the length of the wakefield acceler-

ator. There is a clear correlation – the higher electron energies are achieved with longer accelerators, as

we might expect. The bottom panel of Fig. 3 shows how the length of the accelerator and the plasma

density at which it was operating are related. The line on this curve is the simple expression for the

dephasing length (Eq. (2)).

The maximum electric field that a plasma wave can support increases with plasma density, since

it scales as

Emax $ mcωp/e ∝
√
ne . (3)

The maximum energy that can be gained by an electron in a plasma wave as a function of plasma

density is therefore expected to be

W (ne) $ EmaxLdephasing ∝
1

ne
. (4)

1Note that dephasing does not occur in wakefield accelerators driven by highly relativistic charged particle beams as both

the accelerated and driver beams are highly relativistic.

3

Electron beam energy vs.
laser power (2004-2014)

S.P.D. Mangles, CERN -2016-001
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Scaling laws

5 Experimental scalings

A remarkably simple pattern can be found for the experimental scaling of electron peak energy and
charge with laser energy and power. In Figure 9, all combinations between of these quantities are plot-
ted. Simple linear relations exist between the bunch energy or charge and the laser energy or power.
This allows a straightforward order-of-magnitude perfomance prediction of LWFAs for a given laser.
The dataset encompasses many different laser parameters, injection mechanisms, targets setups with or
without guiding, but the linear behaviour seems to be maintained up to the PW level. The dataset focuses
on quasi-monoenergetic spectra, and energies/charges are referring to the spectral peak.

10
0 M
eV
/J

10
Me
V/T
	


 �
�/T
	

100
��
/J

Fig. 9: Experimental results for energy and charge: Experimentally, the best results for electron peak energy
and charge closely follow extremely simple scaling laws with respect to the laser power and energy. Note that
these "laws" are no fit to the data, just lines to guide the eye. Data is based on 50+ publications on LWFA during
the last 15-20 years [95]

In summary, the following scalings seem to hold for the upper end of the point clouds in Fig. 9:

O(Epeak) ⇡ 100 MeV / J ⇡ 10 MeV / TW
O(Qpeak) ⇡ 100 pC / J ⇡ 3 pC / TW.
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J. Wenz and S. Karsch, arXiv: 
2007.04622v1 (2020)
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Experiments for high quality beam
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30 Sep 2004 issue of nature:

 Three groups report production of high quality e-bunches

• Approach 1: Plasma channel

• LBNL/USA: Geddes et al.

• Plasma Channel: 1-4x1019 cm-3

• Laser: 8-9 TW, 8.5 µm, 55 fs

• E-bunch: 2×109 (0.3 nC), 86 MeV, ΔE/E=1-2%, 3 mrad

• Approach 2: No channel, larger spot size

• RAL/IC/UK: Mangles et al.

• No Channel: 2×1019 cm-3

• Laser: 12 TW, 40 fs, 0.5 J, 2.5×1018 W/cm2, 25 µm

• E-bunch: 1.4×108 (22 pC), 70 MeV, ΔE/E=3%, 87 mrad

• LOA/France: Faure et al. 

• No Channel: 0.5-2x1019 cm-3

• Laser: 30 TW, 30 fs, 1 J, 18 µm

• E-bunch: 3×109 (0.5 nC), 170 MeV, ΔE/E=24%,10 mrad

• Channel allows higher e-energy with lower laser power

Breakthrough Results: High Quality Bunches
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1 GeV experiment at LBNL
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Experimental demonstration: 1 GeV  

high-quality beam via laser-plasma accelerator

Next Step:

• 10 GeV module

• 40 J in ~ 40-100 fs laser pulse

• BELLA Project: 1 PW, 1 Hz laser
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0.56 GeV capillary accelerator experiment at CAEP/KEK

3cm gas-fill capillary

4cm ablative capillary

1 GeV capillary accelerator experiment at LBNL/Oxford U.
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Controlling the injection

E. Esarey et al, PRL 79, 2682 (1997), G. Fubiani et al. (PRE 2004)

Counter-propagating geometry:
pump injection

Plasma wave

Principle: Pump beam

Injection beam

Ponderomotive force of beatwave: Fp ~ 2a0a1/λ0 (a0 et a1 can be “weak”)y
Boost electrons locally and injects them: y
INJECTION IS LOCAL IN FIRST BUCKET y

electrons
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Experimental set-up

Injection beam

Pump beam

Probe
beamLANEX

B Field

250 mJ, 30 fs ffwhm=30 µm
I ~ 4×1017 W/cm2

a1=0.4
700 mJ, 30 fs, ffwhm=16 µm
I ~ 3×1018 W/cm2

a0=1.2

electron spectrometer to shadowgraphy diagnostic

Gas
jet
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From self-injection to controlled injection

ne=1.25×1019 cm-3

ne=1019 cm-3

ne=7.5×1018 cm-3

pump

Single beam

pump injection

2 beams

Self-injection 
Threshold

ne=7.5×1018 cm-3
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Controlling the acceleration length

By changing delay between pulses: 
• Change collision point
• Change effective acceleration length
• Tune bunch energy

Pump beam Injection beam

Gas jet

2 mm

07/01/2022
J. Faure… V. Malka (Ecole Polytechnique) Nature 444, 737 (2006)
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Tunable mono-energetic bunches
pump injection

pump injection

late injection

early injection

pump injection

middle injection

Zinj=225 
µm

Zinj=125 
µm

Zinj=25 µm

Zinj=-75 
µm

Zinj=-175 
µm

Zinj=-275 
µm

Zinj=-375 
µm

07/01/2022

J. Faure… V. Malka (Ecole Polytechnique) Nature 444, 737 (2006)
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Tunable monoenerge-c electrons bunches

190 MeV gain in 700 µm: E=270 GV/m
Compare with Emax=mcwp/e=250 GV/m at ne=7.5×1018 cm-3
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Electron Beam Energy (MeV)

Intensity (arb.u.)

Stable electron beams  and more 
high-energies from 1 cm gas jet 

at GIST, Korea 

100TW laser system
at Gwangju Institute of
Science and Technology

(N. Hafz et al., nature photonics, 2, 571, 2008)

Mean electron energy = 236.9 MeV
SD/Mean E = 5 %
Charge: ~100pC

Divergence angle:  ~a few mrad Recent results at 50 TW 
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Dual stage LWFAs

07/01/2022

GIST, Korea

H.T. Kim, PRL 111, 165002 (2013)CI Postgraduate Lectures 72



Dual stage LWFAs

07/01/2022

H.T. Kim, PRL 111, 165002 (2013)
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2 GeV barrier

07/01/2022
X. Wang et al., Nat. Comm. 4, 1988, (2013)
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Petawatt laser facility at LBNL

07/01/2022

Short pulse laser
laser guiding in plasma
(3’D’ effect:
diffraction, dephasing, depletion)
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Recent results-LWFA

W.P. Leemans et al., PRL 113, 245002 (2014)
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Highest energy record - 7.8 GeV

07/01/2022

focused onto the capillary entrance to a spot size of
r0 ¼ 84 μm. Here r0 is defined as the radius at which
the intensity drops to 1=e2 of the peak value. Probe laser
pulses with wavelength 800 nm and energy at nJ level were
focused to a focal spot size r0 ≈ 73 μm at the same location
and arrived at the peak of the heater current pulse. The
capillary discharge was operated with hydrogen using the
current pulse shown in Fig. 1(a), which had an amplitude of
450 A and rise time of 400 ns. The capillary had a diameter
of 800 μm and a length of 20 cm. Compared to Ref. [13],
the capillary diameter was increased to mitigate damage
from increased laser power, and the length increased to
accelerate electrons to higher energy.

MARPLE simulations were performed using the exper-
imentally measured current as input. The simulated temper-
ature and on-axis plasma density are shown in Fig. 1(a).
The temperature rises with the current through Ohmic
heating. The density rises through ionization and drops
through channel formation. After the peak of current the
temperature drops due to reduced Ohmic heating and
cooling at the capillary wall. The heater laser pulse arrived
300 ns after the peak of the discharge current, at which
point the temperature rises from 4.1 to 4.7 eV, resulting in a
reduction in on-axis density, indicating channel steepening
and matched spot size reduction.
The matched spot size was measured by tracking centroid,

spot size, and divergence oscillations of the probe pulse
[26,27], and the density retrieved from measurements of
the probe pulse group velocity in the plasma channel [28].
The relationship between the matched spot size and on-axis
plasma density is shown in Fig. 1(b). The matched spot size
without the heater (black line) was always significantly
larger than the driver laser focal size of 60 μm, which results
in poor guiding. For heater pulse arrival at the peak of current

(red squares) as in Ref. [20], the matched spot size is reduced
for a given density, consistent with IB heating. By timing the
heater pulse to arrive td ¼ 300 ns after the peak of the
discharge current (blue circles), which reduces the plasma
temperature and therefore increases the heating rate, the
matched spot size reduction is even larger. For example at
n0 ¼ 3.4 × 1017 cm−3, the matched spot size was reduced
from 101 μm to 69 μm. For td ¼ 420 ns (green triangles), a
matched spot size of 61 μm was generated with a density
of 2.7 × 1017 cm−3.
Note that for the high laser powers used for LPAs, laser

guiding is achieved by a combination of channel guiding
and self-guiding. Simulation of driver pulses with peak
power 850 TW and r0 ¼ 60 μm propagating through the
laser-heated channel of matched spot size 69 μm were
performed using the code INF&RNO. The laser intensity
increased above the initially focused value due to the effects
of self-focusing and self-steepening of the laser pulse.
Efficient laser guiding was achieved, meaning that the laser
intensity remained higher than the vacuum focal value until
the last few cm of the capillary, at which point about half of
the laser energy was depleted. This can be compared to a
simulation for the same density without the heater, where a
factor of 3.5 reduction in intensity was observed at only
≈ 6 cm into the capillary. Thus, for these parameters, self-
guiding was not strong enough to compensate for the
mismatched plasma channel. This poor guiding resulted in
the loss of injected electrons as they entered a defocusing
region of the wakefield (through the nonlinear decrease in
plasma wavelength with decreasing intensity [1]), demon-
strating the need for laser heating.
In the electron beam generation experiment, driver laser

pulses at a wavelength of λ ¼ 815 nm with spectral width
40 nm that were generated by the 1 Hz repetition rate

FIG. 2. Schematic layout of the BELLA LPA, including the heater laser system for enhancing the capillary discharge waveguide.

PHYSICAL REVIEW LETTERS 122, 084801 (2019)

084801-3

Gonsalves, et al., PRL 122, 084801 (2019) 
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Highest energy record-7.8 GeV

07/01/2022

The minimum and maximum on-axis density values along
the capillary were 3.35 and 3.41 × 1017 cm−3, and the
matched spot size varied between 68 and 72 μm. As in the
experiment, the simulated spectrum shown in Fig. 4(f)
shows multiple peaks in energy. In the simulation, electrons
are first injected ≈ 5 cm into the capillary as a0 rises above
3 due to self-steepening and self-guiding. Complex laser
evolution at high power (including intensity and spectral
changes), together with the effect of electron beam loading
on the plasma, cause injection to start and stop several times
as the pulse propagates through the plasma. This gives rise
to several bunches of different final energy within the first
plasma period, and a simulated charge of 430 pC. It should
be noted that shot-to-shot fluctuations in the wave front of
both lasers, as well as their relative pointing would change
the plasma density profile and driver laser propagation. The
divergence of the energy-integrated beams as measured on
the phosphor screen was 0.2! 0.05 mrad FWHM and

0.6! 0.15 mrad rms, compared with the simulated results
of 0.19 mrad FWHM and 0.35 mrad rms. The lower
divergence from the simulation may be due to the
assumption of cylindrical symmetry, since the measured
laser mode (shown in Fig. 3) has nonsymmetric features.
Simulation of electron beam generation for td ¼ 420 ns,

presented in Fig. 4(g), showed a quasimonoenergetic peak
at 7.8 GeV as observed in the experiment. The increase in
beam energy was due to operation at lower density and
reduced matched spot size, which allowed for effective
guiding and acceleration over longer dephasing and pump
depletion lengths. However, the simulation did not repro-
duce the significant charge at lower energy, perhaps related
to the differences in the transverse plasma density profile or
nonsymmetric spatial features of the laser pulse. It should
be noted that in this nonlinear regime, trapping in multiple
buckets and locations in the plasma often leads to charge in
a broad energy range, but is sensitive to laser and plasma
parameters.
In conclusion, IB heating inside a capillary discharge

waveguide increased the channel depth and enabled the
guiding of petawatt laser pulses at low density
(≈ 3 × 1017 cm−3) over ≈ 15 ZR. The capillary discharge
was used to guide the laser heater beam and to tune the laser
heating rate and transverse density profile via control of the
capillary fill pressure and discharge timing. The matched
spot size of the channel was reduced from 106 μm to
61 μm via IB heating using self-guided heater laser pulses.
For these conditions laser pulses with peak power up to
850 TW were guided over 20 cm, resulting in the
generation of electron beams with hundreds of pC charge
and multiple quasimonoenergetic peaks, the highest of
which was at 7.8 GeV. This increase in energy compared to
previous experiments using the same laser system [13]
follows the expected energy gain scaling with density
∼1=n0 [1]. The energy gain and charge approach the
designs required for future colliders and x-ray free-electron
lasers. Further single-stage energy gain could be achieved
at lower densities with approximately matched propagation
using the BELLA PW laser system [19]. In addition to
increasing energy gain, lowering the plasma density can
mitigate dark current. In conjunction with controlled
injection techniques [30–33], this can result in significantly
reduced electron beam energy spread.

This work was supported by the Director, Office of
Science, Office of High Energy Physics, of the
U.S. Department of Energy under Contracts No. DE-
AC02-05CH11231 and No. DE-FG02-12ER41798, the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, NSF under
Grant No. PHY-1632796, and Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports of Czech Republic under Grant
No. CZ.02.2.69/0.0/0.0/16_027/0008465 and High Field
Initiative (No. CZ.02.1.01/0.0/0.0/15_003/0000449), to-
gether with European Regional Development Fund. The
simulations used the computational resources (Edison) of
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FIG. 4. (a)–(e): Electron beams measured by the magnetic
spectrometer for n0 ¼ 3.4 × 1017 cm−3, rm ¼ 69 μm and laser
power 850 TW. The driver laser pulse arrival was timed with the
peak of the heater pulse. The heater pulse arrived 300 ns after the
peak of the discharge current, except for (e), where the delay was
420 ns, and the heater-induced density reduction was measured
to be larger, with n0 ¼ 2.7 × 1017 cm−3 and rm ¼ 61 μm. The
white dashed lines show the regions that are plotted in the
right hand column, which shows the detailed spectrum of the
highest energy peaks. The electron beam spectrum simulated by
INF&RNO using the MARPLE-retrieved density profile (with
n0 ¼ 3.4 × 1017 cm−3) is shown in (f). In (g) a simulation is
shown for the parameters of (e) using a transversely parabolic and
longitudinally uniform density profile.
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The minimum and maximum on-axis density values along
the capillary were 3.35 and 3.41 × 1017 cm−3, and the
matched spot size varied between 68 and 72 μm. As in the
experiment, the simulated spectrum shown in Fig. 4(f)
shows multiple peaks in energy. In the simulation, electrons
are first injected ≈ 5 cm into the capillary as a0 rises above
3 due to self-steepening and self-guiding. Complex laser
evolution at high power (including intensity and spectral
changes), together with the effect of electron beam loading
on the plasma, cause injection to start and stop several times
as the pulse propagates through the plasma. This gives rise
to several bunches of different final energy within the first
plasma period, and a simulated charge of 430 pC. It should
be noted that shot-to-shot fluctuations in the wave front of
both lasers, as well as their relative pointing would change
the plasma density profile and driver laser propagation. The
divergence of the energy-integrated beams as measured on
the phosphor screen was 0.2! 0.05 mrad FWHM and

0.6! 0.15 mrad rms, compared with the simulated results
of 0.19 mrad FWHM and 0.35 mrad rms. The lower
divergence from the simulation may be due to the
assumption of cylindrical symmetry, since the measured
laser mode (shown in Fig. 3) has nonsymmetric features.
Simulation of electron beam generation for td ¼ 420 ns,

presented in Fig. 4(g), showed a quasimonoenergetic peak
at 7.8 GeV as observed in the experiment. The increase in
beam energy was due to operation at lower density and
reduced matched spot size, which allowed for effective
guiding and acceleration over longer dephasing and pump
depletion lengths. However, the simulation did not repro-
duce the significant charge at lower energy, perhaps related
to the differences in the transverse plasma density profile or
nonsymmetric spatial features of the laser pulse. It should
be noted that in this nonlinear regime, trapping in multiple
buckets and locations in the plasma often leads to charge in
a broad energy range, but is sensitive to laser and plasma
parameters.
In conclusion, IB heating inside a capillary discharge

waveguide increased the channel depth and enabled the
guiding of petawatt laser pulses at low density
(≈ 3 × 1017 cm−3) over ≈ 15 ZR. The capillary discharge
was used to guide the laser heater beam and to tune the laser
heating rate and transverse density profile via control of the
capillary fill pressure and discharge timing. The matched
spot size of the channel was reduced from 106 μm to
61 μm via IB heating using self-guided heater laser pulses.
For these conditions laser pulses with peak power up to
850 TW were guided over 20 cm, resulting in the
generation of electron beams with hundreds of pC charge
and multiple quasimonoenergetic peaks, the highest of
which was at 7.8 GeV. This increase in energy compared to
previous experiments using the same laser system [13]
follows the expected energy gain scaling with density
∼1=n0 [1]. The energy gain and charge approach the
designs required for future colliders and x-ray free-electron
lasers. Further single-stage energy gain could be achieved
at lower densities with approximately matched propagation
using the BELLA PW laser system [19]. In addition to
increasing energy gain, lowering the plasma density can
mitigate dark current. In conjunction with controlled
injection techniques [30–33], this can result in significantly
reduced electron beam energy spread.

This work was supported by the Director, Office of
Science, Office of High Energy Physics, of the
U.S. Department of Energy under Contracts No. DE-
AC02-05CH11231 and No. DE-FG02-12ER41798, the
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, NSF under
Grant No. PHY-1632796, and Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports of Czech Republic under Grant
No. CZ.02.2.69/0.0/0.0/16_027/0008465 and High Field
Initiative (No. CZ.02.1.01/0.0/0.0/15_003/0000449), to-
gether with European Regional Development Fund. The
simulations used the computational resources (Edison) of
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FIG. 4. (a)–(e): Electron beams measured by the magnetic
spectrometer for n0 ¼ 3.4 × 1017 cm−3, rm ¼ 69 μm and laser
power 850 TW. The driver laser pulse arrival was timed with the
peak of the heater pulse. The heater pulse arrived 300 ns after the
peak of the discharge current, except for (e), where the delay was
420 ns, and the heater-induced density reduction was measured
to be larger, with n0 ¼ 2.7 × 1017 cm−3 and rm ¼ 61 μm. The
white dashed lines show the regions that are plotted in the
right hand column, which shows the detailed spectrum of the
highest energy peaks. The electron beam spectrum simulated by
INF&RNO using the MARPLE-retrieved density profile (with
n0 ¼ 3.4 × 1017 cm−3) is shown in (f). In (g) a simulation is
shown for the parameters of (e) using a transversely parabolic and
longitudinally uniform density profile.
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H.P. Schlenvoigt et al., Nature Physics 4, 130-133 (2008)

CI Postgraduate Lectures 81



Undulator radiation
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H.P. Schlenvoigt et al., Nature Physics 4, 130-133 (2008)
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X-ray production at ALPHA-X

• ALPHA-X (Advanced Laser-Plasma High-energy 
Accelerators towards X-rays)

• Its aim is to develop laser-plasma accelerators and 
apply these to producing coherent short-wavelength 
radiation in a free-electron laser. To realize these 
objectives an interdisciplinary programme involving 
advanced plasma, laser and electron beam physics has 
been set up. The ultra-short pulses of short wavelength 
radiation from these compact sources have the 
potential of revolutionizing time-resolved studies in a 
wide range of applications.

• The ALPHA-X project began in September 2002.
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Layout of ALPHA-X
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Plasma source-capillary cell
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Hardware

07/01/2022 CI Postgraduate Lectures 86



Photons

Two single-shot X-ray spectra, measured with 
a CdTe pixellated semiconductor detector.

S. Cipiccia, et al., “A Harmonically Resonant 
Betatron Plasma Wakefield Gamma-Ray Source”, 
Nature Phys. 7, 867 (2011)
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A qualitative estimation of FEL operation can be obtained from the 
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, where I0 is the beam current, IA = 17 

kA is the non-relativistic Alfvén current, γ0 is the relativistic factor, σ! 
is the r.m.s. transverse size of the beam, ku = 2π/λu (where λu is the undu-
lator period), K0 is the undulator parameter (for which [JJ] = [J0(ξ) – J1(ξ)] 
for a planar undulator), and J0 and J1 are Bessel functions of the first 
kind25. The condition σ ρδ ≪ , where σδ is the relative energy spread of 
the electron beam, is typically required for a high-gain FEL. In 
state-of-the-art LWFAs, the energy spread of the electron beam is 
typically of the order of 1% whereas the associated FEL parameter is 
estimated to be of the order of 0.1%, presenting a substantial obstacle 
to the realization of a high-gain FEL. Considerable effort has been made 
to accommodate the requirements of FEL—in particular to handle the 
initial divergence with permanent magnetic quadrupoles and 
plasma-based devices26–28—and to mitigate the energy spread by using 
a longitudinal dispersive chicane for beam decompression or a trans-
verse gradient undulator29,30.

Several projects that have been proposed for the development of an 
LWFA-based FEL rely on the beam-decompression strategy to mitigate 
the slice energy spread. The COXINEL collaboration at SOLEIL/Labo-
ratoire d’Optique Appliquée utilizes a chromatic transport scheme to 
improve the FEL gain and couple the electron beam into a 5-m undulator 
without strong focusing, in which electrons with various energies are 
focused at various positions within the undulator31,32. The LAOLA col-
laboration, which involves the University of Hamburg and DESY, devel-
oped the concept of the beam-decompression scheme29,33 and proposed 
future FEL efforts based on high-gradient quadrupoles and a compact 
cryo-cooled undulator without strong focusing. The BELLA centre at 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory used an ultra-high-gradient 
active plasma lens for beamline shortening and a 4-m-long VISA undu-
lator with strong focusing28. Experiments have so far demonstrated 
the generation of LWFA-based synchrotron undulator radiation in the 
visible-to-near-infrared regime (500–900 nm) by injecting the elec-
tron beam directly into an undulator34, in the extreme ultraviolet and 
soft-X-ray region (7–35 nm) by collimating the electron beam with a 
pair of quadrupoles before it enters an undulator35, and in the ultravio-
let regime (200–300 nm) by decompressing and selecting electrons 

within a desirable energy range before injection into an undulator36. 
However, these experiments operate in the spontaneous-emission 
regime without a nonlinear amplification in the undulators.

In this work, we report the generation of undulator radiation with an 
exponential amplification using an electron beam accelerated by an 
LWFA. The generated radiation is typically centred at a wavelength of 27 nm  
and contains a maximum photon number of around 1010 per shot, cor-
responding to a maximum radiation energy of approximately 150 nJ. 
The extreme-ultraviolet emission intensity as a function of undulator 
length was measured by disrupting the FEL process with an orbit kick37, 
so as to directly verify the exponential amplification. High-brightness 
electron beams and the fine guiding and transport in the dedicated 
undulator beamline constitute an unambiguous proof-of-principle 
demonstration of an FEL using an LWFA.

A schematic of the LWFA-based FEL is shown in Fig. 1a. Experiments 
were conducted with a 200-TW laser system38 with a repetition rate of 
1–5 Hz. The laser pulses were focused by an off-axis parabolic mirror 
of f-number 32 onto the gas target with a vacuum spot size of 35 µm 
(full width at half maximum, FWHM) and an energy concentration of 
around 65% at 1/e2. The peak intensity was estimated to be 3.8 × 1018 
W cm−2, corresponding to a normalized amplitude of a0 = 1.3. The gas 
target was manipulated by a perforated baffle inserted upstream of a 
pure helium supersonic nozzle with diameter of 6 mm. A structured gas 
flow with a shock front was formed, and contributed to the injection 
process and to the controllable evolution of the laser pulses. Under the 
optimized conditions, we obtained high-quality electron beams with a 
peak energy centred around 490 MeV, an energy spread of around 0.5%, 
an average integrated charge of around 30 pC and r.m.s. divergence of 
approximately 0.2 mrad17 (Fig. 1b). Electron beams were consecutively 
generated, and the corresponding fluctuations of the electron-beam 
energy were measured to be less than 3%.

After leaving the plasma, the accelerated electron beam was focused 
by a group of three quadrupoles—the quadrupole triplet—consisting 
of a pair of permanent quadrupoles and an electromagnetic quadru-
pole (Fig. 1a). The permanent magnetic quadrupoles, located 8 cm 
downstream from the gas target, ensured an effective focusing for 
handling the initial divergence and reduced the shot-to-shot angular 
fluctuations of the electron beams. Before entering the undulator, the 
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Fig. 1 | Schematic layout of LWFA-based free electron laser experiment.  
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without strong focusing, in which electrons with various energies are 
focused at various positions within the undulator31,32. The LAOLA col-
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pair of quadrupoles before it enters an undulator35, and in the ultravio-
let regime (200–300 nm) by decompressing and selecting electrons 

within a desirable energy range before injection into an undulator36. 
However, these experiments operate in the spontaneous-emission 
regime without a nonlinear amplification in the undulators.

In this work, we report the generation of undulator radiation with an 
exponential amplification using an electron beam accelerated by an 
LWFA. The generated radiation is typically centred at a wavelength of 27 nm  
and contains a maximum photon number of around 1010 per shot, cor-
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length was measured by disrupting the FEL process with an orbit kick37, 
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electron beams and the fine guiding and transport in the dedicated 
undulator beamline constitute an unambiguous proof-of-principle 
demonstration of an FEL using an LWFA.

A schematic of the LWFA-based FEL is shown in Fig. 1a. Experiments 
were conducted with a 200-TW laser system38 with a repetition rate of 
1–5 Hz. The laser pulses were focused by an off-axis parabolic mirror 
of f-number 32 onto the gas target with a vacuum spot size of 35 µm 
(full width at half maximum, FWHM) and an energy concentration of 
around 65% at 1/e2. The peak intensity was estimated to be 3.8 × 1018 
W cm−2, corresponding to a normalized amplitude of a0 = 1.3. The gas 
target was manipulated by a perforated baffle inserted upstream of a 
pure helium supersonic nozzle with diameter of 6 mm. A structured gas 
flow with a shock front was formed, and contributed to the injection 
process and to the controllable evolution of the laser pulses. Under the 
optimized conditions, we obtained high-quality electron beams with a 
peak energy centred around 490 MeV, an energy spread of around 0.5%, 
an average integrated charge of around 30 pC and r.m.s. divergence of 
approximately 0.2 mrad17 (Fig. 1b). Electron beams were consecutively 
generated, and the corresponding fluctuations of the electron-beam 
energy were measured to be less than 3%.

After leaving the plasma, the accelerated electron beam was focused 
by a group of three quadrupoles—the quadrupole triplet—consisting 
of a pair of permanent quadrupoles and an electromagnetic quadru-
pole (Fig. 1a). The permanent magnetic quadrupoles, located 8 cm 
downstream from the gas target, ensured an effective focusing for 
handling the initial divergence and reduced the shot-to-shot angular 
fluctuations of the electron beams. Before entering the undulator, the 
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Fig. 1 | Schematic layout of LWFA-based free electron laser experiment.  
a, Undulator beamline with a total length of approximately 12 m from the gas 
target for the LWFA to the X-ray spectrometer. b, Typical spectra of electron 

beams from the LWFA for 20 consecutive shots. c, d, Measured transverse 
profiles of the electron beam at the entrance (c) and exit (d) of the undulators. 
The scale bars are normalized.
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electron beam was adjusted by an additional pair of electromagnetic 
quadrupoles to retain the minimum transverse sizes throughout the 
undulator. The parameters of the components in the beamline were 
optimized for the electron beam with a reference energy of around 
490 MeV (see Extended Data Fig. 2). Several beam profile monitors 
(profiles) equipped with cerium-doped yttrium aluminium garnet 
(YAG) screens were used at different locations along the beamline to 
monitor the positions and transverse profiles of the electron beams. 
With the quadrupoles installed, the measured r.m.s. size of the electron 
beam was reduced from approximately 0.8 mm to a minimum value 
of less than 0.1 mm in the horizontal and vertical directions (Fig. 1c). 
Figure 1d shows the electron-beam profile at the exit of the undulators, 
and reveals that a relatively small beam size can be maintained in the 
undulators. The corresponding pointing fluctuations of around 1 mm 
(r.m.s.) are estimated over 50 shots at the entrance of the undulators 
(see Extended Data Fig. 4).

When passing through the undulator, the electron beam produced 
synchrotron undulator radiation with a wavelength centred at the 
resonant wavelength λr, given by λ K γ= (1 + /2)/2r 0

2
0
2 . The interaction 

between the electrons oscillating in the undulator and the radiation 
produced led to periodic longitudinal modulation (microbunching) 
at the period of the resonant wavelength. This result corresponded to 
a coherent superposition of the radiation. An exponential amplification 
process developed along the direction of the undulator length. As 
shown in Fig. 1a, the presented beamline contained three 1.5-m-long 
undulators with a 10-mm gap and a 25-mm period length, respectively. 
An associated undulator parameter of K0 = 1.41 was determined, and 
this yielded an on-axis radiation wavelength of 27.3 nm for the electron 
beam with a reference energy of 490 MeV. The FEL parameter was there-
fore estimated as ρ ≈ 5 × 10−3 according to the parameters of the obtained 
electron beams, and the corresponding ideal gain length was 
L λ π ρ= /4 3 ≈ 0.23 mG u0

. The radiation power typically reached satu-
ration after 18–20 gain lengths24, indicating that a total undulator length 
of 4.5 m is sufficient for FEL operation in the saturation regime. Con-
sidering the degradation that is induced by a non-ideal electron beam, 

and in particular the large energy spread, the actual gain length would 
be relatively long. However, the undulator was still sufficiently long 
for the FEL to operate in the exponential-amplification regime, as illus-
trated in detail below.

The radiation at the end of the undulators was measured with 
an X-ray charge-coupled device (CCD) camera (see  Methods).  
Figure 2a shows a typical single-shot transverse profile measure-
ment, which reveals a value of approximately 27 nm. The spot sizes 
in the horizontal and vertical directions were 2.1 mm and 1.6 mm 
(FWHM), respectively. The corresponding number of photons col-
lected by the CCD camera was 3.1 × 109, counted within the 3σ range 
of the radiation signal. Given the transmission of the 0.5-µm-thick 
Al foil and the quantum efficiency of the CCD camera, the energy of 
the undulator radiation was calculated to be approximately 30 nJ. 
The radiation energy distribution over 270 pulses is shown in Fig. 2b. 
Most of the shots showed a radiation energy of between 0.5 nJ and 
50 nJ, and the maximum energy exceeded 150 nJ; this is indicative 
of operation in the exponential amplification regime, as illustrated 
below. Figure 2c, d displays the radiation spectra and the correspond-
ing electron-beam spectra over six shots. The centre wavelength of the 
radiation was 27 nm and the corresponding resonant electron-beam 
energy was 492.7 MeV; this is in reasonable agreement with the meas-
ured average energy of the electron beam (486.2 MeV), considering 
the 3% variation in the measured peak energy in the second electron 
spectrometer. Moreover, transverse coherence was deduced from 
the results of Young’s double-slit interference experiment (Fig. 2e, f).  
An interference fringe visibility of 30% was inferred.

Exponential amplification was verified by introducing a transverse 
kick of the electron-beam trajectory between two adjacent undulators, 
at a magnitude sufficient to suppress the amplification process in the 
downstream undulator. The required critical angle φc for FEL suppres-
sion was determined by φ λ L= /c r G and was estimated to be 0.35 mrad, 
where LG is the power gain length; this could be induced by a pair of 
x- and y-plane dipole correctors installed between adjacent undulators. 
In this work, the correctors installed between the second and the third 
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electron beam was adjusted by an additional pair of electromagnetic 
quadrupoles to retain the minimum transverse sizes throughout the 
undulator. The parameters of the components in the beamline were 
optimized for the electron beam with a reference energy of around 
490 MeV (see Extended Data Fig. 2). Several beam profile monitors 
(profiles) equipped with cerium-doped yttrium aluminium garnet 
(YAG) screens were used at different locations along the beamline to 
monitor the positions and transverse profiles of the electron beams. 
With the quadrupoles installed, the measured r.m.s. size of the electron 
beam was reduced from approximately 0.8 mm to a minimum value 
of less than 0.1 mm in the horizontal and vertical directions (Fig. 1c). 
Figure 1d shows the electron-beam profile at the exit of the undulators, 
and reveals that a relatively small beam size can be maintained in the 
undulators. The corresponding pointing fluctuations of around 1 mm 
(r.m.s.) are estimated over 50 shots at the entrance of the undulators 
(see Extended Data Fig. 4).

When passing through the undulator, the electron beam produced 
synchrotron undulator radiation with a wavelength centred at the 
resonant wavelength λr, given by λ K γ= (1 + /2)/2r 0
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between the electrons oscillating in the undulator and the radiation 
produced led to periodic longitudinal modulation (microbunching) 
at the period of the resonant wavelength. This result corresponded to 
a coherent superposition of the radiation. An exponential amplification 
process developed along the direction of the undulator length. As 
shown in Fig. 1a, the presented beamline contained three 1.5-m-long 
undulators with a 10-mm gap and a 25-mm period length, respectively. 
An associated undulator parameter of K0 = 1.41 was determined, and 
this yielded an on-axis radiation wavelength of 27.3 nm for the electron 
beam with a reference energy of 490 MeV. The FEL parameter was there-
fore estimated as ρ ≈ 5 × 10−3 according to the parameters of the obtained 
electron beams, and the corresponding ideal gain length was 
L λ π ρ= /4 3 ≈ 0.23 mG u0

. The radiation power typically reached satu-
ration after 18–20 gain lengths24, indicating that a total undulator length 
of 4.5 m is sufficient for FEL operation in the saturation regime. Con-
sidering the degradation that is induced by a non-ideal electron beam, 

and in particular the large energy spread, the actual gain length would 
be relatively long. However, the undulator was still sufficiently long 
for the FEL to operate in the exponential-amplification regime, as illus-
trated in detail below.

The radiation at the end of the undulators was measured with 
an X-ray charge-coupled device (CCD) camera (see  Methods).  
Figure 2a shows a typical single-shot transverse profile measure-
ment, which reveals a value of approximately 27 nm. The spot sizes 
in the horizontal and vertical directions were 2.1 mm and 1.6 mm 
(FWHM), respectively. The corresponding number of photons col-
lected by the CCD camera was 3.1 × 109, counted within the 3σ range 
of the radiation signal. Given the transmission of the 0.5-µm-thick 
Al foil and the quantum efficiency of the CCD camera, the energy of 
the undulator radiation was calculated to be approximately 30 nJ. 
The radiation energy distribution over 270 pulses is shown in Fig. 2b. 
Most of the shots showed a radiation energy of between 0.5 nJ and 
50 nJ, and the maximum energy exceeded 150 nJ; this is indicative 
of operation in the exponential amplification regime, as illustrated 
below. Figure 2c, d displays the radiation spectra and the correspond-
ing electron-beam spectra over six shots. The centre wavelength of the 
radiation was 27 nm and the corresponding resonant electron-beam 
energy was 492.7 MeV; this is in reasonable agreement with the meas-
ured average energy of the electron beam (486.2 MeV), considering 
the 3% variation in the measured peak energy in the second electron 
spectrometer. Moreover, transverse coherence was deduced from 
the results of Young’s double-slit interference experiment (Fig. 2e, f).  
An interference fringe visibility of 30% was inferred.

Exponential amplification was verified by introducing a transverse 
kick of the electron-beam trajectory between two adjacent undulators, 
at a magnitude sufficient to suppress the amplification process in the 
downstream undulator. The required critical angle φc for FEL suppres-
sion was determined by φ λ L= /c r G and was estimated to be 0.35 mrad, 
where LG is the power gain length; this could be induced by a pair of 
x- and y-plane dipole correctors installed between adjacent undulators. 
In this work, the correctors installed between the second and the third 
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Fig. 2 | Measurement of undulator radiation. a, Measured transverse 
radiation pattern of a typical pulse on the X-ray CCD camera located 12 m 
downstream from the gas target. The scale bar is normalized. b, Shot-to-shot 
radiation energy over 270 pulses. c, d, Measured radiation spectra (c) and the 

corresponding electron-beam energy spectra (d) detected by the second 
spectrometer located at the exit of the undulator. e, f, Image (e) and count 
profile (f) of the interference pattern generated when radiation propagates 
through two 10-µm slits with a slit separation of 40 µm.
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X-rays from betatron radiation54 3.1. Introduction

Figure 3.1: Schematic of betatron radiation in the bubble regime. The accelerated elec-
tron transversely oscillates inside the plasma bubble, producing an X-ray pulse. The laser
propagates to the right-hand side of this image. See more details in Section 3.4.

For a typical value of the plasma density employed in LWFA, fle = 1 ◊ 1019 cm≠3, the
corresponding plasma wavelength is ⁄p ƒ 10 µm. In this case, to reach the X-ray domain
of ⁄X = 1 nm, the electron energy could be as low as “ ƒ 100. Such an electron energy is
readily available from contemporary LWFAs.

Proof-of-principle experiments observed betatron radiation in the X-ray domain with
photon energy of ≥ 1 keV 1 in 2004 [57], and later in 2010 the X-ray peak brightness was
impressively boosted to the order of 1022 photons/s/mm2/mrad2/0.1%BW by working in
the highly nonlinear bubble regime [58]. Such a high brightness is comparable to third
generation conventional synchrotron light sources [4]. Since the first demonstration various
diagnostics have been implemented to characterize the properties of betatron radiation,
like X-ray source size[117, 118, 119, 120], pulse duration [121], spectrum [122], and so
forth. Among them, the most interesting feature is the pulse duration. It is not trivial to
accurately measure it in experiment. A reasonable approximation is the length of electron
bunch [57, 58], by which the X-rays are emitted. A very recent study by Lundh et al
shows that the electron bunch could be as short as few femtoseconds [52], and simulation
shows the X-ray pulse duration is very similar, around 10 femtoseconds as well [59]. This
ultrashort nature, along with the high peak brightness, makes betatron X-ray very suitable
as a research tool on time-resolved ultrafast dynamics. Lately, single-shot phase contrast
imaging with these betatron light sources has been demonstrated in experiment [123,
124]. In this context, we could argue that betatron X-ray is a good complement for
conventional synchrotron lights. As even for the fourth generation synchrotrons it is
still rather di�cult to decrease the radiation pulse duration to a few femtoseconds [125],
nevertheless synchrotrons can perform at high repetition rate (≥ 100 Hz), yielding higher

1
Using E = ~2fic/⁄, a photon energy of 1 keV corresponds to a wavelength of ≥ 1.24 nm.
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56 3.3. Radiation in a plasma column

The above expression can be also written in frequency space via Fourier transformation
as

dE
d� = 2cÁ0

⁄ Œ

0
|rE|2 dt = 2cÁ0

⁄ Œ

0
|rE|2 dÊ ©

⁄ Œ

0

d
2
I

dÊd� dÊ. (3.6)

Using Equations 3.4≥3.6, one can eventually obtain the frequency and angular distribution
of radiation of a moving electron as

d
2
I

dÊd� = e
2

16fi3Á0c

-----

⁄ Œ

≠Œ

n ◊ [(n ≠ —) ◊ —̇]
(1 ≠ n · —)2 e

iÊ(t≠n·r/c)
dt

-----

2
. (3.7)

A more rigorous derivation of Equation 3.7 is given in Ref. [126]. If — and —̇ are known, one
can calculate the associated radiation with Equation 3.7. However, it is not easy to solve
this equation analytically. Hence some studies are dedicated to numerically computing it
[127].

3.3 Radiation in a plasma column

In this section, we will consider the betatron radiation of an ultrarelativistic electron
(“ ∫ 1) that propagates in a plasma column. The plasma column is cylindrical and free
of electron, namely an ion channel, which is a good approximation of the bubble regime.
The schematic physics is illustrated in Figure 3.2. An important aspect of this study, as
presented below, is that the electron motion is analogous to that in a traditional wiggler.
Thereby many important features about betatron radiation can be captured.

Figure 3.2: Electron trajectory and betatron radiation in a plasma column.

3.3.1 Electron trajectory

The electrostatic field associated with the plasma column is described by Gauss’s law (See
Appendix A.1)

Ò · E = efle

Á0
. (3.8)

As the plasma column is 2D cylindrically symmetrical, the E field is along the radial
direction. Thus Equation 3.8 can be simplified to

1
r

ˆ

ˆr
(rEr) = efle

Á0
, (3.9)

Betatron Imaging of Shocks

100 μm

Cold 30  ns 50  ns

60  ns 70  ns 80  ns

95 ns 110  ns 130 ns

Figure 6.30: Betatron x-ray images of shocks travelling through aluminium
taken at a range of delays. The red ellipse in the top left image shows the
FWHM size of the drive laser spot. The orange numbers are the delay be-
tween the arrival of the shock drive laser and the betatron probe.

Note that the delay refers to the length of time between the arrival of the front of the

foot of the pulse at the surface of the target and the arrival of the betatron beam, so that

the most intense part of the pulse does not arrive at the target until approximately 20 ns

after the beginning of the interaction. To quantify the density change caused by the small

shock driven by the foot of the pulse, first three rectangles were drawn within the green

lines: one inside the shocked material, one in the unshocked material and one in vacuum.

The mean intensity value of the pixels within these rectangles is related to the optical

depth of aluminium via the Beer-Lambert law. To eliminate the e↵ects of phase contrast

(this analysis requires an absorption contrast image) the rectangles were positioned away

from the shock front and material edges. A standard feature of phase contrast imaging is

clear in figure 6.32: at sharp density gradients there is a dark/ light fringe that enhances

the edge. This is, therefore, to be avoided in this method. Comparison of the x-ray

transmission through the unshocked aluminium and the vacuum suggested an e↵ective

photon energy of 20.2 keV on this shot. The transmission of the shocked material relative

to the unshocked material was 0.988. Following the same procedure as section 6.4 it was
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X/! rays from betatron radiation
CONTENTS 27

synchrotron (a broadband spectrum with photon energies up to a few tens of keV, a collimated
beam of a few tens of milliradians, and a micron source size).

Figure 11. Schematic representation of Betatron x-ray radiation (top) and Compton
scattering (bottom) from electrons accelerated through laser-wakefield acceleration.

The two additional benefits are a femtosecond-scale pulse duration and the intrinsic
synchronization between the drive laser beam, the generated particle bunch, and the secondary
radiation. These features make LWFA light sources unique for applications. For higher energy
photons, Compton scattering, where laser photons are scattered o↵ the LWFA electrons and
upshifted to higher energies (up to a factor of 4 times the square of the electron relativistic
factor for a head-on collision), is a better alternative. The scattered photons can either be
from the LWFA-drive beam reflected on a plasma mirror [72], or from a second beam [73, 74],
which was first demonstrated in 2012 and 2006, respectively. For a given electron beam energy,
Compton scattering will scale to much higher photon energies (the maximum at present is 18
MeV [75]) than betatron radiation. Fig. 12 summarizes the peak brightness of these two
sources and compares them with conventional technologies.

8.2. Current and Future Challenges

Most of the research e↵orts of this field are currently aimed at applications, and thus the
development of these sources and their key parameters (energy, photon flux, spatial and
temporal resolution) must be done in close coordination with applications in high energy
density, biological, planetary, material and astrophysical sciences, and nuclear photonics. In
terms of source development, the photon flux, overall laser conversion e�ciency (currently
around 10�5) and shot-to shot intensity/energy stability need to be improved. Some
applications, such as x-ray phase contrast imaging of biological objects and laser-driven shocks,
as well as time-resolved x-ray absorption spectroscopy, have already been demonstrated. These
should likely become routine applications for betatron radiation in a near future, where it can
be coupled to high power or free electron lasers capable of driving matter to extreme states.
Other techniques, such as x-ray scattering or di↵raction, will require at least 3 orders of
magnitude more photons. Compton scattering provides higher photon energies, is easier to
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Figure 12. Peak brightness of betatron, Compton and bremsstrahlung radiation
from LWFA compared to other types of sources in the same energy range. Sources
included in this plot are: The APS synchrotron U30 undulator for harmonics 1, 3
and 5 (Argonne National Laboratory, USA), the ALS synchrotron (Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory, USA), the Spring8 synchrotron (RIKEN, Japan), x-ray tubes
(Copper and Molybdenum K↵), the LCLS free electron laser (SLAC, USA), and high
harmonics generation from laser-produced plasmas. Figure reproduced from Ref [12].

tune, and can have a narrower bandwidth (provided the electron energy spread is small and
the source operates in the linear regime where the scattering laser intensity is well below
1018 W/cm2) than betatron radiation. Hence, applications are naturally more geared toward
gamma-ray radiography, photofission, and possibly nuclear resonance fluorescence. Most of
these applications have yet to be demonstrated with a LWFA-based Compton source.

8.3. Advances in Science and Technology to Meet Challenges

The development of LWFA-driven light sources is tied to progress in laser, target, and
diagnostic technologies. At present, most of the applications have been (and can continue to
be) demonstrated at a Hz-level repetition rate. However, most research directions mentioned
in this roadmap ultimately require high repetition rate (kHz and above), both to enable
application science and active laser feedback for precision control. A near term development
would be a few-joule kHz system (with stabilization and temporal/spatial pulse shaping)
enabling precision LWFA via stabilization and thus controlled light sources. Although many
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Proton/ion acceleration
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(TNSA)
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Medical applica*on: Radiotherapy

VHE ELECTRONS
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Target normal sheath acceleration of protons

07/01/2022

A terawatt (TW)-laser pulse is focused 
onto the front side of the target foil, 

where it generates a blow-off plasma 

and subsequently accelerates 
electrons. The electrons penetrate 

the foil, ionize hydrogen and other 
atoms at the back surface and set up 

a Debye sheath. The inhomogeneous 

distribution of the hot electron cloud 
causes a transversely inhomogeneous 

accelerating field (target normal 
sheath acceleration—TNSA). Applying 

a small hydrogen-rich dot on the back 

surface enhances the proton yield in 
the central part of the accelerating 

field, where it is nearly homogenous. 
These protons constitute the quasi-

monoenergetic bunch.
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Proton/ion acceleration
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Survey of TNSA cut-off 
energies measured in 
experiments so far, plotted vs. 
irradiance and labeled 
according to pulse duration. 

M. Borghesi, NIMA 740, 6-9 (2014)

Laser beam

proton beam

1 µm
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Important equations6 Important equations

Table 2: Important quantities for LWFA expressed in physical and engineering formula

Quantity Definition Engineering Formula

Gaussian Laser Beam Parameters (a0)(a0)(a0)

Focal Spot 2w0=
4�L

⇡

f

D
=
q

2
ln 2dFWHM w 1

e2
�Ø[µm] = f/# @�L = 0.8 µm

Confocal Parameter 2zR = 2⇡w2
0/�L �z[µm] = 2(f/#)2 @�L = 0.8 µm

Peak Power P0 = 2
q

ln 2
⇡

WL

tFWHM

P0[TW] = 940 WL[J]
tFWHM [fs]

P0 = ⇡

4 ln 2d
2
FWHM

I0 P0[TW] = 0.011d2
FWHM

[µm]I0[1018
W
cm2 ]

Peak Intensity I0 =
�
4 ln 2
⇡

� 3
2 WL

tFWHMd
2
FWHM

[µm]
I0[1018

W
cm2 ] = 83⇥ 103 WL[J]

tFWHM [fs]d2
FWHM

[µm]

I0 = 2⇡2
✏0m

2
e
c
5

e2
a
2
0

�
2
L

I0[1018
W
cm2 ] = 1.37 a

2
0

�
2
L
[µm]

Vector Potential a0 = e

⇡mec
2

q
I0

2✏0c
�L a0 = 0.85

p
I0[1018 Wcm�2]�L[µm]

Peak Electric Field E0 = ea0
cme!L

E0[1012 V/m] = 3.2 a0
�L[µm]

Plasma Parameters (ne / kp)(ne / kp)(ne / kp)

Plasma Wavelength !p =
q

ne,0e
2

me✏0
�p[µm] = 33.4p

ne,0[10
18 cm�3]

Wavebreaking Field Ep,0 = mec!p

e
Ep,0[GVm�1] = 96

p
ne,0[1018 cm�3]

Plasma Gamma Factor �p =
q

ncr

ne

�p = 33.4 1
ne,0[10

18 cm�3]�L[µm]

Critical Density ne,c =
✏0me

e2
!2
L

ne,c[cm�3] = 1.1⇥1021

�
2
L
[µm]

LWFA Parameters in the Bubble Regime (rb = 2
p
a0/kp)(rb = 2

p
a0/kp)(rb = 2

p
a0/kp)

Dephasing Length Ld = 2
3⇡

p
a0�L

⇣
nc

ne,0

⌘3/2
Ld[mm] = 7.9

p
a0

✓
�
�4/3
L

[µm]

ne,0[10
18 cm�3]

◆3/2

Electric Field Ep=
mec!p

e

p
a0 Ep[GVm�1] = 96

p
ne,0[1018 cm�3]

p
a0

Electron Energy Wel =
2a0
3

⇣
nc

ne,0

⌘
mec2 Wel[MeV] ⇡ 380 a0

ne,0[10
18 cm�3]�2

L
[µm]

Optimum Charge Qopt =
⇡c

3

e2

q
m3

e
✏
3
0

ne,0
a

3
2
0 Qopt[pC] = 75

r
a
3
0

ne,0[10
18 cm�3]

7 Summary

We reviewed the basic physics of LWFA, starting from a description of the laser field of a Gaussian
pulse, and the interaction of light with single atoms and electrons for extreme intensities, leading to
the concept of the ponderomotive force as a repulsive net force of intense light on electrons. It leads
to an expulsion of electrons from the laser axis, and the generation of moving plasma wave structure
trailing the pulse as it propagates through a plasma medium. This so-called wakefield consists of plasma-
electrons oscillating around their equilibrium position, a charge separation causing strong longitudinally
accelerating and transversely focusing electric fields. We reviewed the wakefield generation in a 1-D
analytical and 3D-phenomenological methods, and discussed the conditions and methods for trapping
electrons in the accelerating regions of the wave. Finally, we discussed theoretical and experimental
scaling laws for the process.
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J. Wenz and S. Karsch, 
arXiv: 2007.04622v1 
(2020)
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LWFA- current status
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Laser plasma acceleration has demonstrated:
• Energy gains of 1 MeV to 8 GeV

• E-fields of 1 GV/m to 1000 GV/m

• Good e-beam quality : Emittance ~ πmm mrad

• Charge at high energy

• Quasi monoenergetic

• Very high peak current : 100 kA

LWFA advantages: 
– Provide e-beam with new parameters : 
• Ultrashort

• High current

• Collimated

• Compact and low cost

CI Postgraduate Lectures 98



New developments
• Dephasingless laser wakefield acceleration (DLWFA)

(J.P. Palastro, et al., PRL 124, 134802 (2020))

• Long time operation of LPA
(A. R. Maier et al., Phys. Rev. X 10, 031039 (2020))

07/01/2022

tuning of the machine will be the subject of separate
publications.
Electron beams, generated from the laser-plasma inter-

action, were captured by a pair of electromagnetic quadru-
poles and focused into the spectrometer—a permanent
magnet dipole, which disperses the electron beam onto a
scintillating screen. At 368-MeVelectron energy, the spec-
trometer resolution was 1%.
Focusing the electron beams into the spectrometer is

essential to achieve the energy resolution required for our
analysis. The electron-beam optic defines a spectral trans-
mission function [27]. The transmission dropped to 75%
for energies below 300 MeV and was more than 90% for
energies around !10% of the focused electron energy. We
carefully ensured that the transmission of the electron beam
line did not affect our analysis. However, it effectively
suppressed the low-energy tail of the spectrum, which is
typical for many ionization-injection schemes.
To noninvasively measure the transverse position of the

electron beam, we use cavity-type beam-position monitors
(BPM), which derive the beam position from the electric
field induced by the electron beam as it passes the cavity.
The BPMs are absolutely calibrated to provide the charge
of the passing electron bunch.

III. RESULTS

We operated the LUX accelerator continuously to
generate 100 000 consecutive electron beams at a 1-Hz
repetition rate, shown in Fig. 2. The electron beams had, on
average, a peak energy of 368 MeV (!2.4% rms), a charge
of 25 pC (!11% rms), and a FWHM energy spread of
54 MeV (!15 MeV rms). Statistics were calculated over
the full set of shots. The absolute number of consecutive

shots outperforms previously reported laser-plasma results
by orders of magnitude and enables studies with unprec-
edented statistics.
The electrons had a divergence of 1.8 mrad and a

pointing jitter of 0.8 mrad rms and 0.7 mrad rms in both
transverse planes.
Figure 2(b) shows the peak energy of individual shots

(dots) and the rolling average (solid line) over a 6-min
window, i.e., 360 shots, which we define as the energy drift.
On average, the electron energy remained constant over the
run and featured only slow drifts on a few-percent scale.
This steady performance indicates the robustness of the
machine, despite the slow change of the environmental
conditions due to the passage from day into night and back,
which is a common cause of a degrading performance.
Since energy stability is a crucial figure of merit for

accelerator performance, we focused on the electron energy
as the primary output parameter. Laser-plasma acceleration
is governed by complex, yet deterministic, dynamics. It can
be expected that variations in only a few laser properties are
responsible for the bulk of the variation in electron energy.
In the following, we present an analysis of both the long-

term stability (energy drift) and the shot-to-shot stability
(energy jitter). We used a 2-h window of approximately
7000 shots from the 24-h run presented in Fig. 2 as a
training set to determine correlations between electron
energy and a few selected laser parameters. The primary
factors determining the electron energy seemed to be (a) the
laser energy, (b) the longitudinal focus position, and (c) the
laser direction at the focusing parabola. The correlations,
presented in Fig. 3, can be understood as follows.
First, a higher-energy laser drives a stronger wakefield,

i.e., accelerating gradient, and thus supports higher electron

(a)

(b)

FIG. 2. Panel (a) shows the energy spectra of 100 000 consecutive laser-plasma generated electron beams. Here, each line represents
one single shot. The camera images of the electron spectrometer screen are background corrected, projected onto the dispersive axis, and
calibrated to a linear energy scale. The peak energy of each spectrum (dots) is shown in panel (b), together with the energy drift (solid
line) calculated as the rolling average over a 6-min window, i.e., 360 shots. The percent-level energy drift can be attributed to a drift in
drive laser parameters (compare Figs. 3 and 4).

DECODING SOURCES OF ENERGY VARIABILITY IN A LASER- … PHYS. REV. X 10, 031039 (2020)

031039-3
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Future perspectives
Design future accelerators based on LWFA:
• Higher charge, e.g. nC
• Low emittance ( < 1 "m)
• Small energy spread
• Stable beam, long time operation
• Guiding or PW class laser system
• Multiple stage coupling/synchronization
Accelerator system development:
• Compact XFELs
• Applications (chemistry, radiotherapy, material 

science)
• Colliders for HEP
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Extreme Light Infrastructure-ELI
European Project 
for development of 
extreme light

Beam acceleration 
is one work package

… hundreds of GeV …
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Future perspectives -ELI

Jason&Cole&|&51

Pushing%the%energy%frontier

ELI&– Extreme&Light&Infrastructure

Centres in&the&Czech&Republic,&
Romania,&Hungary.&

10&– 200(?) PW&lasers&at&up&to&
10Hz,&compared&to&1PW&now

Goal&of&10s&GeV

The&near&future&of&LWFA
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Future perspectives-other facilities

Jason&Cole&|&52

The&near&future&of&LWFA

Pushing%towards%applications

CALA&< Centre&for&Advanced&Laser&
Applications,&Munich

3PW&@&10&Hz

SCAPA&– Scottish&Centre&for&the&
Application&of&Plasma<based&
Accelerators

0.35&– 1&PW

Designed&for&x<ray&imaging&and&
hadron&therapy&applications
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Future perspectives

Jason&Cole&|&53

The&near&future&of&LWFA

Pushing%towards%accelerators

EuPRAXIA – project&to&develop&
dedicated&5&GeV LWFA&facility

Demonstration&of&LWFA&
staging,&required&to&beat&
limitations&on&laser&pulse&energy&

S.&Steinke&et$al,&Nature,&2016

R. Assmann, et al., The European Physical Journal
Special Topics 229 (24) 3675 (2020)
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Conclusions
• Short wavelength accelerators hold great promise 

to miniaturize the future machines
• The development of laser plasma based 

accelerators have achieved  great success in the 
last few decades.

• The ultimate target is to get high quality beams 
(high energy, low emittance , low energy spread, 
high current, ultrashort pulse, stable beam).

• The applications of LWFA is enormous, not only 
for HEP, but also many other areas, e.g. FEL, 
radiation sources, VHEE, proton therapy, colliders.
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Learning outcomes-Lecture I

üMotivations for short wavelength accelerators

üHow laser-plasma acceleration works

üLimitations of laser plasma accelerators

üApplications of laser-plasma accelerators 

07/01/2022 CI Postgraduate Lectures 108



Real life examples
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Real life examples
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Z. M. Yuan (University of Strathclyde) et al., J. Fluid Mech.928, R2 (2021)
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Real life examples

LETTER
doi:10.1038/nature12939

Upwash exploitation and downwash avoidance by
flap phasing in ibis formation flight
Steven J. Portugal1, Tatjana Y. Hubel1, Johannes Fritz2, Stefanie Heese2, Daniela Trobe2, Bernhard Voelkl2,3{, Stephen Hailes1,4,
Alan M. Wilson1 & James R. Usherwood1

Many species travel in highly organized groups1–3. The most quoted
function of these configurations is to reduce energy expenditure and
enhance locomotor performance of individuals in the assemblage4–11.
The distinctive V formation of bird flocks has long intrigued researchers
and continues to attract both scientific and popular attention4,7,9–14.
The well-held belief is that such aggregations give an energetic bene-
fit for those birds that are flying behind and to one side of another
bird through using the regions of upwash generated by the wings of
the preceding bird4,7,9–11, although a definitive account of the aero-
dynamic implications of these formations has remained elusive.
Here we show that individuals of northern bald ibises (Geronticus
eremita) flying in a V flock position themselves in aerodynamically
optimum positions, in that they agree with theoretical aerodynamic
predictions. Furthermore, we demonstrate that birds show wingtip
path coherence when flying in V positions, flapping spatially in phase

and thus enabling upwash capture to be maximized throughout the
entire flap cycle. In contrast, when birds fly immediately behind
another bird—in a streamwise position—there is no wingtip path
coherence; the wing-beats are in spatial anti-phase. This could poten-
tially reduce the adverse effects of downwash for the following bird.
These aerodynamic accomplishments were previously not thought
possible for birds because of the complex flight dynamics and sensory
feedback that would be required to perform such a feat12,14. We con-
clude that the intricate mechanisms involved in V formation flight
indicate awareness of the spatial wake structures of nearby flock-
mates, and remarkable ability either to sense or predict it. We suggest
that birds in V formation have phasing strategies to cope with the
dynamic wakes produced by flapping wings.

Theories of fixed-wing aerodynamics have predicted the exact span-
wise positioning that birds should adopt in a V formation flock to

1Structure & Motion Laboratory, the Royal Veterinary College, University of London, Hatfield, Hertfordshire AL9 7TA, UK. 2Waldrappteam, Schulgasse 28, 6162 Mutters, Austria. 3Institute for Theoretical
Biology, Humboldt University at Berlin, Invalidenstrasse 43, 10115 Berlin, Germany. 4Department of Computer Science, University College London, Gower Street, London WC1E 6BT, UK. {Present address:
Edward Grey Institute, Department of Zoology, University of Oxford, Oxford OX1 3PS, UK.
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Figure 1 | V formation flight in migrating ibises. a, Northern bald ibises
(G. eremita) flying in V formation during a human-led migratory flight
(photograph M. Unsöld). b, Three-dimensional location histogram of the
7 min flight section, showing position of individual ibises (n 5 14) in the V
formation, with respect to flock centroid, measured by a 5 Hz GPS data logger.
The colour scale refers to the duration (in seconds) a bird was present in each
0.25 m 3 0.25 m grid. A plot detailing the formation shape for the duration of
the entire flight can be found in Supplementary Fig. 7. c, Histogram of number

of flaps (colour coded) recorded in each 0.25 m 3 0.25 m region between all
birds and all other birds. Most flaps occurred at an angle of approximately 45u
to the bird ahead (or behind). Transects denoted by dashed lines, directly
behind or along the most populated V favoured position (just inboard of
wingtip to wingtip), are the same as those detailed in Fig. 3. d, Histogram
detailing the total number of flaps recorded between each bird–bird pair, with
respect to position of the following bird. The shaded area (ii–i) denotes the
limits of optimal relative positioning, based on fixed-wing aerodynamics.
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