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PLANET ambition

80+ PhD students working in applied nuclear physics over 4 cohorts.


First cohort starting September 2026!!


Studentships to be supported (in aggregate) 40:40:20 between funder 
(EPSRC Doctoral Focal Award - DFA), industry and universities


Funder is supporting significant staff buy out and funding manager/
admin/finance/business support roles


Students are funded for 4 years with initial stipend of £26k/year which 
is ~20% above standard UKRI rates
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PLANET research themes



PhD project details

Each project will have two academic supervisors within the university 
consortium and one industrial supervisor


Supervisors could be within our core nuclear physics/nuclear 
engineering areas of expertise but, in many cases, we will want to bring 
in expertise from adjacent fields


Our academic network can lever access to world-leading laboratories in 
the UK and abroad e.g. nToF and ISOLDE facilities at CERN




Initial website:  planet-dfa.ac.uk



Hosting industrial placements

Our ambition is for all PLANET students to have a placement in a third 
industry/organisation


Each placements should be up to three months in duration


Each studentship has a £5k budget to support this


Placements will be in year 2 of the PhD so first placements in practice 
will be in 2028




for outstanding contributions to experimental nuclear
physics and commitment to widening participation.
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Finis





baseline module 

instrumentation/radiation detection module
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Reskilling and upskilling

A significant number of PLANET students will be reselling or 
upskilling


This is highly cost-effective for industrial partners since they 
would pay the extra costs only i.e. fees/training costs


De-risks the process and leads to highly-skilled and 
motivated staf
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