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 Review of UK Nuclear Physics Research
 Panel chaired by Professor W. Gelletly
 Report in October 2012
 Made several recommendations…
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 Graduate School "pilot" put together in summer 2013 
by JFS and Jon Billowes.

 8 modules offered from different institutions
 Different delivery methods
 Operated in AY 2013-2014 and AY 2014-2015, successfully
 Operated in AY 2015-2016, less successfully
 Did not run in AY 2016-2017
 Impetus partly from STFC PhD Studentship Accreditation
 Resumed and refreshed in autumn AY 2017-2018 with 

input from Alison Bruce and Sean Freeman
 6 modules offered
 Website: http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com
 Uses free platforms: Google Sites, Google Drive, EventBrite
 Module admin now mostly in the hands of the lecturers
 Anyone can enrol (no restrictions)
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A brief history of the Graduate School

http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/
http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/
http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/
http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/














Modules offered in AY 2017-2018

Defunct modules
Nuclear Models (Paul; Liverpool)

Nuclear Astrophysics (Aliotta; Edinburgh)
Hands-on Shell Model (Simpson; UWS)



My opinions

 It is not perfect but it is working OK
 It is worthwhile and should continue
 As it stands, it is as good as it can get
 Based on goodwill and community spirit
 We can make small changes…

 Request more modules
 Encourage students to enrol
 Better feedback
 Annual meeting of lecturers or reps (at Forum?)

 For bigger improvements need commitment,
predefined timetable, assessment, QA etc

 Needs complete buy-in from community and incentive 
for lecturers and institutions 



Points for discussion

 Should we continue in the same manner?
 Should we ask STFC for funding for administration, student

travel and subsistence etc?
 Which modules are missing (e.g. nuclear astrophysics)?
 Should we have a list of core modules?
 Should the modules run on a two-year cycle?
 What are the incentives for the lecturers/institutions?
 Should it be made more formal?
 Assessment and quality assurance?
 Should it have better integration with the summer school?
 Can it be used for training for Global Challenges proposals?
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