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STFC Public Engagement
 Our vision and mission

Enabling you
 STFC funding and support

Successful nuclear physics outreach 
awards

 Examples of excellence!

STFC nuclear physics public engagement
 What have I been doing?

Impact



Why do public engagement?

To tell people 
about your 
research? 

To get people to 
take an interest 
in your subject?

To inspire the 
next 

generation of  
researchers? 

To encourage 
participation? 

To build 
relationship
s or gain 
influence?

To improve 
trust and 

understandin
g?

…It also has the best public engagement programme of all the 
research councils!
Why is public engagement important?



You should also do it…

Because it’s 
fun!

Because public engagement is
 

fun!



Why does STFC engage the public?

Our mission is to use our stories, 
communities, and facilities as the 
basis of world-class public 
engagement that inspires and 
involves people with our science and 
technology.

Who has already done some public engagement?Our vision is of a society that values and participates in scientific 
endeavour.



There are lots of positive messages…

Public attitudes to science

84%
Believe 

everyone 
should take an 

interest in 
science

76%
Consider 

science to 
make a direct 
contribution to 

economic 
growth

65%
Disagree that 

science funding 
should be cut



…but there are also causes for concern.

Public attitudes to science

50%
Characterise 
scientists as 

secretive

55%
Believe science 

is too 
specialised for 

them to 
understand

35%
Think scientists 
adjust findings 

to get the 
answers they 

want



STFC not only has the best science…

…It also has the best public engagement programme of all the 
research councils!

http://www.stfc.ac.uk/public-
engagement/strategy-and-
reports/our-strategy-for-engagement/



Every year, we reach over 1.4M 
people with our public engagement.



STFC support: key engagement publications

Our framework 
to keep us 
improving

Reflections on 
PE in Pathways 

to Impact

Our picture of 
the STFC 

community
Find these documents at:
https://stfc.ukri.org/public-engagement/strategy-and-evaluation/evaluation-
and-our-evidence-base/



Enabling you – refreshed grant schemes 


Spark 

Awards
o PE projects
o Pilot ideas
o Shorter-term
o Two calls p/a
o £15K limit

Spring/Aut
umn

Nucleus 
Awards

o Larger projects
o PE activity
o Networks
o Annual call
o £100K limit

Autumn


Leadership 

Fellows
o Personal 

awards
o PE activity
o Capability 

building
o Annual call

Winter


Legacy 
Awards

o Continuatio
n of 
previous 
success

o Annual call
o Match 

funding
Late 

Spring

!
Reaction 
Awards

o Fast response 
to 
development
s

o Always open
o Strict review
o £5K limit
Responsiv

e



Enabling you – STFC PE funding

Ms Rae Hoole (Daisi)

‘Lise Meitner: The Battle for Ultimate 
Truth’ £9,800

A day long schools 
event, to encourage 
more young women 
into physics

Dr Christopher Edmonds 
(Liverpool)

‘acceleratAR’  
£9,668

Virtual tours of the 
accelerator facilities 
at Daresbury

Dr Thomas Elias Cocolios 
(Manchester)

How to handle a 
radioactive nucleus. 
£7,401

ISOLDE 50th 
anniversary robot 
competition

Our vision is of a society that values and participates in scientific endeavour.
Good track record of nuclear physics related public engagement grants being awarded.



STFC, Small Awards. Funds £500 - £10,000 for small, local or 'pilot' projects promoting 
STFC science and technology.

Dr Alessandro Pastore
University of York

Virtual Binding Blocks: from plastic 
to digital bricks - £9,000

Creation of interactive online 
material including educational 
videos, a digital nuclear 3D chart 
and a Minecraft 3D chart.

Dr Christian Aaen Diget 
University of York

LEGO Chart of Nuclides: Inspiring 
Future Physicists - £7,970

Hands-on LEGO activity to 
engage  students & teachers with 
nuclear physics

Enabling you – STFC PE funding

Good track record of nuclear physics related public engagement grants being awarded.



Nuclear Physics Leadership Fellowship in PE

Dr Christian Diget (University of York)
Engaging Education with Binding Blocks

                Hands on Lego activity for teachers & students:

- introduce the underlying principles of nuclear     
physics: demonstrate the links between nuclear     physics, astrophysics, 
fusion, fission, medicine 

- discuss development of nuclear applications

- inspire the next generation of nuclear physicists
   physicists

Integrate Binding Blocks within UK A-level (and                                                    
equivalent) delivery of nuclear physics through:

 - nuclear physics masterclasses
 - teacher training
 - online resources/course
 - postgraduate internship programme in PE



Enabling you – Resources

Free of charge publications for your 
events: 
www.stfc.ac.uk/pub-order-form/

Borrow the Moon for your events.

Website: Nuclear Physics for You!
www.stfc.ac.uk/NuclearPhysicsForYou



Monthly Newsletter



STFC PE Early-Career Researcher (PEER) 
Forum

Supports talented scientists and engineers in the early stages of their career to develop 
their public engagement and outreach goals.

Established in 2018 as a result of the PEACE report:

‘A significant proportion of STFC’s PE is designed and delivered by  scientists and engineers 
near the start of their career, who 
are working hard to balance the 
demands of establishing their 
careers alongside their passion 
for leading high quality public 
engagement and outreach.’

PEER Forum aims to:

 - Create a network
 - Improve understanding of 
        what STFC offers
 -  Influence STFC’s PE

https://stfc.ukri.org/public-engagement/training-and-support/peer-forum/



International Nuclear Physics Conference 
2019

INPC2019: Outreach and Engagement Session – abstract deadline 25th January 2019. 





Elizabeth.Cunningham@stfc.ac.u
k

www.stfc.ac.uk/NuclearPhysicsFo
rYou
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